
           teven D., an ICCS 8th Grader, was chosen out of

500 entries to have his writing featured in the July

addition of the Southern Cross Magazine.
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We’ve got some fabulous news to share that’s
sure to add a splash of color and creativity to our
school halls! Starting next week, our dress code
policy will officially embrace the quirky and
whimsical world of “crazy socks”. Yes, you read
that right! After much feedback from students
and a lot of discussion, we’re thrilled to announce
that students can now express their individuality
with wild, colorful, and unique socks. Whether it’s
polka dots, stripes, neon colors, or even socks
with fun patterns like pizza slices or unicorns, the
sky's the limit!

· First Parent Coffee Chat of the Year: Monday,
August 5 at 9:00AM in the school cafeteria.

· Classroom Parent Orientations: Friday, August 9
at 10:00 AM followed by pizza lunch ($5.00 each).
· Holy Day of Obligation and School Mass: August

15, 2024. This is a Thursday. We will NOT have
school Mass on Wednesday, August 14, 2024.

Students will wear their Mass uniforms on
Thursday.

· All students must be in full ICCS uniforms by
August 30. If you have not ordered your uniform

parts do so immediately.
· School closed and student holiday: September 2-

6.
· Student House Reveal Day: Friday, September 20

starting at 11:00.



W e ’ r e  t h r i l l e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  a n  a r r a y
o f  e x c i t i n g  a f t e r s c h o o l  p r o g r a m s
k i c k i n g  o f f  t h i s  S e p t e m b e r !  W h e t h e r
y o u r  c h i l d  i s  a n  a s p i r i n g  a r t i s t ,  a
b u d d i n g  s c i e n t i s t ,  a  f u t u r e
m u s i c i a n ,  o r  a  p a s s i o n a t e  g a m e r ,
w e ’ v e  g o t  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  e v e r y o n e :

A r t :  U n l e a s h  y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  c r e a t i v i t y
w i t h  e n g a g i n g  a r t  c l a s s e s  t h a t
e x p l o r e  v a r i o u s  m e d i u m s  a n d
t e c h n i q u e s .

S T E M :  D i v e  i n t o  h a n d s - o n
e x p e r i m e n t s  a n d  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  m a k e
s c i e n c e ,  t e c h n o l o g y ,  e n g i n e e r i n g ,
a n d  m a t h  b o t h  f u n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l .

M u s i c :  D i s c o v e r  t h e  j o y  o f  m u s i c
w i t h  l e s s o n s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t
c a t e r  t o  d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r e s t s  a n d
s k i l l  l e v e l s .

E - s p o r t s :  J o i n  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  a n d
c o l l a b o r a t i v e  w o r l d  o f  g a m i n g  w i t h
o u r  e - s p o r t s  p r o g r a m ,  w h e r e
t e a m w o r k  a n d  s t r a t e g y  s h i n e .

S t a y  t u n e d  f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s  o n  d a t e s  a n d
p r i c i n g .  W e  c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  o f f e r  t h e s e

e n r i c h i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  h e l p  y o u r
c h i l d  e x p l o r e  t h e i r  p a s s i o n s !



T h e  F e a s t  o f  t h e  A s s u m p t i o n  o f  M a r y ,  c e l e b r a t e d  o n  A u g u s t
1 5 t h ,  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a s t  d a y  i n  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h .  I t
h o n o r s  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  V i r g i n  M a r y ,  t h e  m o t h e r  o f  J e s u s ,
w a s  t a k e n  u p  i n t o  H e a v e n ,  b o d y  a n d  s o u l ,  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  h e r
e a r t h l y  l i f e .
H e r e ’ s  a  d e e p e r  l o o k  i n t o  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  f e a s t :
T h e o l o g i c a l  S i g n i f i c a n c e :  T h e  A s s u m p t i o n  i s  r o o t e d  i n  t h e
b e l i e f  t h a t  M a r y ,  b e i n g  s i n l e s s  a n d  c h o s e n  t o  b e  t h e  M o t h e r
o f  G o d ,  w a s  g r a n t e d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  b e i n g  a s s u m e d  i n t o
H e a v e n .  T h i s  e v e n t  i s  s e e n  a s  a  s i g n  o f  t h e  f u t u r e
r e s u r r e c t i o n  a n d  t h e  u l t i m a t e  t r i u m p h  o v e r  s i n  a n d  d e a t h .
H i s t o r i c a l  C o n t e x t :  T h e  f e a s t  h a s  b e e n  c e l e b r a t e d  i n  v a r i o u s
f o r m s  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  c e n t u r i e s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  I t  w a s
o f f i c i a l l y  d e f i n e d  a s  a  d o g m a  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  b y
P o p e  P i u s  X I I  i n  1 9 5 0 .  T h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  t h e  d o g m a
a f f i r m e d  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  M a r y  w a s  a s s u m e d  i n t o  H e a v e n  a t
t h e  e n d  o f  h e r  e a r t h l y  l i f e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  e x a c t  d e t a i l s  o f
t h i s  e v e n t  a r e  n o t  d e s c r i b e d  i n  S c r i p t u r e .
C e l e b r a t i o n  a n d  T r a d i t i o n :  T h e  F e a s t  o f  t h e  A s s u m p t i o n  i s  a
H o l y  D a y  o f  O b l i g a t i o n  f o r  C a t h o l i c s ,  m e a n i n g  t h a t  t h e
f a i t h f u l  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  a t t e n d  M a s s .  T h e  d a y  i s  m a r k e d  b y
s p e c i a l  l i t u r g i e s ,  p r a y e r s ,  a n d  p r o c e s s i o n s .  I t  i s  a l s o  a  t i m e
f o r  r e f l e c t i n g  o n  M a r y ’ s  r o l e  i n  s a l v a t i o n  h i s t o r y  a n d  h e r
c o n t i n u e d  p r e s e n c e  a s  a  s p i r i t u a l  m o t h e r  f o r  a l l  C h r i s t i a n s .
T h i s  f e a s t  n o t  o n l y  c e l e b r a t e s  M a r y ’ s  e l e v a t i o n  t o  H e a v e n
b u t  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a  r e m i n d e r  o f  t h e  h o p e  a n d  p r o m i s e  o f
e t e r n a l  l i f e  f o r  a l l  b e l i e v e r s .  I t  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  d i g n i t y  a n d
g r a c e  t h a t  G o d  h a s  b e s t o w e d  u p o n  M a r y  a n d ,  b y  e x t e n s i o n ,
o f f e r s  i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f a i t h f u l  a s  t h e y  s t r i v e  t o  l i v e  a
l i f e  o f  h o l i n e s s .

Understanding the Feast of the
Assumption of Mary
Understanding the Feast of the
Assumption of Mary



G e t  R e a d y  t o  J o i n  a  N e w  H o u s e :  I n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  R o n  C l a r k  H o u s e
S y s t e m :  F o s t e r i n g  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  G r o w t h .

W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  R o n  C l a r k  H o u s e  S y s t e m  t o  o u r
s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y !  T h i s  i n n o v a t i v e  a p p r o a c h ,  i n s p i r e d  b y

l e g e n d a r y  e d u c a t o r  R o n  C l a r k ,  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  f o s t e r  a  s e n s e  o f
b e l o n g i n g ,  e n c o u r a g e  p o s i t i v e  b e h a v i o r ,  a n d  b u i l d  s t r o n g  p e e r

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

H e r e ’ s  h o w  i t  w o r k s :

·  H o u s e  A s s i g n m e n t s :  E v e r y  s t u d e n t  w i l l  s p i n  t h e  w h e e l  o f
f o r t u n e  a n d  b e  a s s i g n e d  t o  o n e  o f  o u r  f o u r  H o u s e s .  E a c h  H o u s e

r e p r e s e n t s  a  u n i q u e  s e t  o f  v a l u e s  a n d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  a n d
s t u d e n t s  w i l l  e n g a g e  i n  v a r i o u s  H o u s e  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .

·   C o m m u n i t y  B u i l d i n g :  T h e  H o u s e  S y s t e m  p r o m o t e s
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  c a m a r a d e r i e  a m o n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  p a r e n t s .  B y

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  H o u s e  e v e n t s  a n d  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  o n  p r o j e c t s ,
s t u d e n t s  a n d  p a r e n t s  w i l l  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  s o c i a l  b o n d s  a n d

d e v e l o p  l e a d e r s h i p  s k i l l s .

·  P o s i t i v e  R e i n f o r c e m e n t :  H o u s e s  w i l l  e a r n  p o i n t s  f o r
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  c o r e  v a l u e s  s u c h  a s  r e s p e c t ,  t e a m w o r k ,  a n d

p e r s e v e r a n c e .  T h i s  s y s t e m  e n c o u r a g e s  s t u d e n t s  t o  e m b o d y  t h e s e
v a l u e s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  a  p o s i t i v e  a n d  s u p p o r t i v e  s c h o o l

e n v i r o n m e n t .

W e  b e l i e v e  t h e  R o n  C l a r k  H o u s e  S y s t e m  w i l l  e n h a n c e  o u r  s c h o o l
c u l t u r e  a n d  p r o v i d e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  m e a n i n g f u l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r
g r o w t h  a n d  c o n n e c t i o n .  W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  t h e  p o s i t i v e

i m p a c t  i t  w i l l  h a v e  o n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  G e t  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  b i g
r e v e a l !  S A V E  t h e  d a t e  a n d  b e  a t  I C C S  o n  F r i d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 ,
2 0 2 4  f o r  a  c o o k o u t  a n d  t h e  B I G  R E V E A L  s t a r t i n g  a t  1 1 : 0 0 a m .  I t

w i l l  b e  a  d a y  y o u  w o n ’ t  w a n t  t o  m i s s .



A s  w e  e m b a r k  o n  a  n e w  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  i t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  t o
a c k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  c a n  b e  c h a l l e n g i n g  f o r
m a n y  s t u d e n t s .  W i t h  n e w  t e a c h e r s ,  r o u t i n e s ,  a n d  m o r e
d e m a n d i n g  c o u r s e w o r k ,  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  y e a r  o f t e n
b r i n g s  a  m i x  o f  e x c i t e m e n t  a n d  a n x i e t y .  W h i l e  m a n y
s t u d e n t s  w i l l  s e e  f a m i l i a r  f a c e s  a m o n g  t h e i r  c l a s s m a t e s ,
o t h e r s  a r e  f a c i n g  t h e  a d d e d  c h a l l e n g e  o f  a d j u s t i n g  t o  a
n e w  s c h o o l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  l e a r n i n g  t h e  I C C S
e x p e c t a t i o n s  a n d  w a y .  H e r e  a r e  s o m e  t i p s  t o  h e l p  y o u r
c h i l d  a d j u s t  t o  t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  s m o o t h l y :
1 .  P r a c t i c e  P a t i e n c e :  U n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  a d j u s t i n g  t o  a  n e w
s c h o o l  y e a r  t a k e s  t i m e .  Y o u r  c h i l d  m a y  n e e d  a  f e w
w e e k s  t o  a c c l i m a t e  t o  n e w  r o u t i n e s  a n d  e x p e c t a t i o n s .  B e
p a t i e n t  a s  t h e y  n a v i g a t e  t h e s e  c h a n g e s .
2 .  S h o w  E m p a t h y :  A c k n o w l e d g e  y o u r  c h i l d ' s  f e e l i n g s  a n d
e x p e r i e n c e s .  L i s t e n  t o  t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  a n d  v a l i d a t e  t h e i r
e m o t i o n s ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  e x c i t e d ,  n e r v o u s ,  o r
o v e r w h e l m e d .  Y o u r  s u p p o r t  w i l l  h e l p  t h e m  f e e l
u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  l e s s  i s o l a t e d .
3 .  F o s t e r  P o s i t i v i t y :  E n c o u r a g e  a  p o s i t i v e  o u t l o o k  o n  t h e
n e w  y e a r .  H i g h l i g h t  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  g r o w t h ,  n e w
f r i e n d s h i p s ,  a n d  e x c i t i n g  c h a l l e n g e s .  A  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e
c a n  g r e a t l y  i n f l u e n c e  y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  p e r s p e c t i v e  a n d
o v e r a l l  e x p e r i e n c e .
B y  s h o w i n g  p a t i e n c e ,  e m p a t h y ,  a n d  p o s i t i v i t y ,  y o u  c a n
h e l p  y o u r  c h i l d  b u i l d  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  e a s e  i n t o  t h e
s c h o o l  y e a r  w i t h  g r e a t e r  e a s e .  R e m e m b e r ,  e a c h
a d j u s t m e n t  i s  a  s t e p  t o w a r d  g r o w t h ,  a n d  y o u r  s u p p o r t
p l a y s  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  m a k i n g  t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  s m o o t h e r .


